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CORRESPONDING SOCIETIES. 

ADDRESSES axv RESOLUTIONS, 
( Reprinted.) 

SSURED that man, Individual man, may 
juſtly claim Liberty as his birthright, we 
| italy conclude that, as a member oſ Society; 
it becomes his indiſpenſable duty to preſerve in- 
violate that Liberty for the benefit of his fellow 
citizens and of his and their poſterity : 

For, as in aſſociating he gave up certain of his 
Rights, in order to ſecure the poſſeſſion of the 
remainder and valuntarily Felle d up only as 
much as was neceſſary for the general good 
ſo he may not barter away the Liberties of his 
poſterity, nor deſert the common caute by. tamely 
and /upinely ſuffering to be purloined from the 
people of whom he makes a part, their natural 
and-unalienable Rianrs of RESTISTANCE to Or- 
PRESSION and of SHARING IN THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF THEIR CounNTRY-—without the full and 
uniaterrupted (exerciſe of which Richrs, no 
_ can with truth call himſelf or his Country 
ret 

Vet of late, the very men who have dared to 
Oppreſs the nation, have alſo darcd to advance, 
that, all re/itante to their Oppreſſiou is illegal; 
while, on the other hand, Fxaup oR Forcr, 
ſanctioned by Cuſtom and blind ſubmiſſion; has 
withdrawn and now withholds from a very great 
majority of the Tax-paying, Induſtrious and uſeful 
inhabitants of Great Brain, the Riour of Shar- 


ing in the Government of their . own Common- 

wealth, and in the management of their own In- 

tereſts. 

The ſeꝛo who are now permitted to elect Repre- 
ſentatives and thoſe who are choſen by this ii 
number of Elefors, diſgrace the country at large 

by buying and 1 ling Votes, by corrupting and 
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being cerrupted the former by their behaviour 
at Elections, and the latter by their conduct in 
the Senate more than ſufficient to prove, that 
THE NATION Is UNREPRESENTED and that THE 
PRESENT SYSTEMIS TOTALLY UNCONSTITUTIONAL 
—if by the word Conftitution, any thing is meant. 

Rouſed at laſt from their Torpor, and eager 
to remedy the Evil, various, numerous, and 
Reſpectable Societies have been formed by the 
People, in different parts of the Kingdom, teve- 
ral have alſo ariſen in the Metropolis, and among 
them the London Correſponding Society, with mo— 
deſty but with firmneſs, claim the attention of 
their Country to the following Reſolutions. 

ResoLveD, 

I. That, every Individual has a Right to ſhare 
in the Government of that Society of which he 1s 
a member unleſs incapaciated. | 

II. That, nothing but non-age, privation of 
| Reaſon, or an offence againſt the general laws of 
ſociety, can incapaciate him. 

III. That, it is no leſs the RicarT than the 
DvurTy of every Citizen to keep a watchful Eye 
on the Government of his Country, that the 
Laws by being multiplied do not degenerate into 
Oppreſſon; and that thoſe who are entruſted with 
the Government, do not ſubſtitute private Intereſt 
for Public Advantage. | 

IV. That, the People of Great Britain are not 
efjetually repreſented in Parliament. | 

V. That in conſequence of a partial, unequal, 
and therefore inadequate Repreſentation, together 
with the corrupt method in which Repreſentatives 
Ae elected; Oppreſſive Taxes, unjuſt Laws, reſtric- 
tions of Liberty and waſting of the public money, 
have enſued. | 

VI. That, the only Remedy to thoſe Evils, is 
a fair, equal, and impartial Repreſentation of the 
People in Parliament. 

VII. That a fair, equal, and impartial Repre- 
entation can never take place until all partial pri- 

vileges are aboliſhed. VIII. That, 
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VIII. That, this 9 do expreſs their ab- 
horrence of. Tumult and Violence — aiming at 
Reform not Anarchy Reaſon, Firmneſs, and 
Unanimity are the only arms, they themſclves 
will employ, or perſuade their fellow Einen to 
exert, againſt AB usE Or POWER, 

Signed by order of the Committee, 


T. HARDY, SECRETARY. 
April ad, 1792. 
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CORRESPONDING SOCIETY 
TO THE 
NATION AT LARGE. 


Whereas it is notorious, that very numerous, 
burthenſome, and unneceflary taxes are laid on 
the perſons and families of us and others, the In- 
duſtrious Inhabitants of Great Britain, and ex- 
ceedingly great Majority of whom are, notwith- 
ſtanding, excluded from all Repreſentation in Par- 
lament : 

And as upon enquiry into the Cauſe- of this 
Grievance, which is at once, an obſtruction to 
our Induſtry and a Diminution of our Property, 
we find that the Conſtitution of our Country 
(which was purchaſed for us at the expence of 
the lives of our Anceſtors) has, by the violence 
and Intrigue of Criminal and Deligning Men, 
been injured and undermined in its molt eſſential 
and important parts : bur particularly in the Houle 
of Commons, where the whole of the ſuppoſed 


Repreſentation of the People is neither more nor 


leſs than an Uſurped Power, ariſing either from 
Abuſes in the mode of Election and Duration of 
Parliaments, or from a Corrupt Property in cer- 
tain decayed Corporations, by means of which 
the Liberties of this Nation are bately bartered 
away for the private profit of Members of Parlia- 
ment: 

And as it further appears to us, that until this 


Source of Corruption ſhall be cleanſed by the In- 
A 2 formation 
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formation, Perſeverance, Firmneſs, and Union of 
the People at large, we are robbed of the Inheri- 
tance ſo acquired for us by our Fore Fathers: 


and that our Taxes, inſtead of being leſſened, 


will go on increaſing, inaſmuch as they will furniſh 


more Pribes, Places, and Penſions to our Mini- 
ſters and Members of Parliament. 


It being reſolved by us, the Members of this 


Society, to unite ourſelves into one firm and per- 
manent Body, for the purpoſe of informing our- 


ſelves and others of the exact State of the preſent 
Parliamentary Reprefentation—for obtaining a 
peaceful but adequate Remedy to this intollerable 
Grievance—and for correſponding and co-operat- 
ing with other Societies uniced for the ſame Ob- 
jects. The following Regulations, for the inter- 
nal order and government of our Society, have 
been unanimouſly adopted. 

Firſt. That every perſon, before he is admitted, 
ſhall be propoſed by two Members, and ſhall an- 
ſwer inthe affirmative to the three following Queſ- 
tions, viz. 

Queſtion I. Are you convinced that the parlia- 
mentary Repreſentation of this Country is at preſent 
inadequate and imperfett ? 

Q. II. Are you thoroughly perſuaged that tie 
welfare of theſe Kingdems requires that every perſon 
of adult years, in poſſeſſion of his reaſon. and not in- 
capactated by crimes ſhould bade a vote for a member 
of Parliament ? | 

Q. III. Will you 1 Ri by all juſtifiable means 
to promote ſuch Reformation in Parliament * 

Secondly. That the whole Body ſhall go under 
one common name of The Landon Correſponding 
Society, United for the Reform of Parliamentary Re- 
preſentation. 


Thirdly. That for the more eaſy and orderly 


proceeding of the Society, it be ſeparated into as 


many. Diviſions as there ſhall be thirty Members, 


to make-up the number requiſite for ſuch Diviſion. 


And at no Diviſion ſhall divide again, till it 


amoune 


amount to double ſuch number of Members; at 
which time notice ſhall be given to the Commit- 
tee of Delegates, hereafter mentioned, by the 
then Delegate of ſuch Diviſion. 

Feurthly. That each Diviſion ſhall meet weekly, 
on any Evening (FThurſday excepted) at ſome 
houſe to be choſen by themſelves, and appoint a 
Chairman for the good order thereof; and allo 
ſhall name a Delegate as hereafter mentioned. 

Fifthly. That each Member ſhall pay to the 
Secretary of his Diviſion One Penny per Week, 
or One Shilling and a Penny per Quarter, which 
ſhall be creditted to the account of ſuch Member 
in a Book to be kept for that purpoſe. That all 
Money ſo paid ſhall be tranſmitted Monthly by 
the Delegate of ſuch Diviſion, to the Treaſurer, 
who 1s to account with the Body of Delegates for 
the ſame, on the four uſual Quarter-days, 

Sixthly. That the Sums ſo paid to the ſaid Trea- 
ſurer ſhall form one common Stock, to be appli- 
ed by the faid Delegates in the poſtage of Letters, 
in Stationary, and in Printing ſuch matters as may 
be good for the Information of the Society. But 
that before any expence whatever ſhall be incur- 
red, the ſaid Delegates ſhall enquire of the Trea- 
ſurer what ballance he has in hand. 

Seventhly. T hat the Delegates fo appointed ſhall | 
meet on Thurſday in every = cek, and ſhall con- 
tinue in Office for three months; ſubject, how- 
ever, to be recalled or ſuperceded by their ſeve- 
ral Diviſions before the expiration of that time, if 
thought neceſſary. That being aſſembled, they 
ſhail name a Chairman and Secretary, who ſhall 
both ſign all the public Acts of the Society. 

Eighthly. That ſuch Delegates fo aſſembled, 
ſhall in the firſt place communicate the Wiſhes of 
their ſeveral Diviſions, relative to any objects of 
the Society. That they ſhail be authoriſed to an- 
ſwer any Correſpondence, which may require im- 
mediate attention; and afterwards, that each De- 
legate ſhall report the ſame to his reſpective Di- 

viſion. 
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viſton. Allo, that they ſhall conſider of the ge- 
neral ſtate of the Society; but ſhall on no account 
publiſh any New Principle, or Set of Principles, 
until the fame ſhall be approved by a Majority of 
the Individual Members of the Society at large. 

Niathly. That it ſhall be neceffary for TWw· o 

Thirds of the ſaid Delegates to form a Committee 
for the diſpatch of Buſineſs. And 

Tenthly. That theſe Reſolutions and Regula- 
tions be printed for the Members of the Society, 
and that a Copy be given to each Member on his 
admiſſion. 

MAURICE MAR CAROT, CHAIR MAN. 
THOMAS HARDY, SECRETARY 


|  ForasMucn as it is poſſible that the grounds 
of our Complaint may he denied, and that our 
_ Views and Principles may be miſrepreſented, we 
defire that every one will ſeriouſly conſider and 
treaſure in his memory the ſtate of ſcandalous 
facts which follow.—Let him then aſk himſelf, 
whether it be the part of a good Citizen to ſit 
quiet under ſuch abuſes, which have not only en- 
creaſed, but are at this moment encrealing ; and 
whichoughttherefore to be remedied without delay. 
Till the reign of Henry VI. it was not neceſſary 
for the inhabitant of a County to have a Free- 
hold eſtate of 40s. a year, in order to vote for the 
Repreſentative of his County. But the Statute 
of that King, paſſed in the year 1429, under pre- 
tence of preventing diſputes at Elections, molt 
unjuſtly deprived a great part of the Commons of 
this Nation of the right of conſenting to thoſe 
Taxes which, notwithſtanding, they were com- 
pelled to pay juſt as if ſuch right had not been 
taken from them. 
Till the reign of Queen Ax xx, it was not ne- 
ceſſary for the Inhabitant of a County to have 


600l. a Year, Frechold or Copyhold Eſtate, in 
| order 


Leſtwithiel, 


order to his being elected the Repreſentative of 
his Country. But the Statute of that Queen, 
paſſed in the year 17 10, under pretence of the 
Freedom of Parliament, excluded all perſons not 
poſſeſied of ſuch a property from our Repreſenta- 
tion, whatever be their Principles, their Abilities, 
or their Integrity. 

Till the Reign of WIILIAu III. Parliaments 
were of Rican to be called Once a Year, or oſtener 
if need be. But the Statute of that King, paſſed 
in the vear 1694, under pretence of calling them 
more frequently, enacted, that they, ſhould be 
hohlen once in Three Years at the leaſt. . 

Tilt the Reign of George I. Parliaments were 
thereiore of Three Years duration, But the 
Statute of that King, paſſed in the year 1715, un- 
der pretence of a © Teftlefs Faction” then exiſting 
in the Nation, uſurped a power of enacting, that 
« Pai liaments ſhould reſpectively have Continu- 
ance for Seven Years.” 

As for the ſuppoſed Repreſentation of the Peo- 
ple, which is called the Commons of England 
in Parliament aſſembled;“ 

The County of Cornwall contains in itſelf alone 
the privilege of ſending Foriy-Four Members to 
Parliament, which is juſt one leſs in number than 
thoſe of the Whole Kingdom of Scotland, con- 
taining upwards of Three Millions of People. 

Of thele Forty-Four ſuppoſed Repreſentatives, 
two are elected by the Freeholders of the County: 
the reſt ſit for Twenty -One Corporation Towns; ; 
of which, 

Electors 


Launceſton has only 10 & is the 2 of Lord Elliot 
Leſkeard — — g — Ditto 


| — 7 — — D. of Northumberland . 
Truro, — — 13 — — Lord Falmouth | 
Bodmyn, — — 18 — — Sir Francis Baſſet 
Helſton, — — 3 — — D. of Leeds, &c. 

3 — — 16 — — Sir Francis Baſſet 
'! 4 ©” © — — 
Weſt wat 8 mw __ -- Judge Buller 


Grampound, 


ö 
| 
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) 


— Lord Somers, &c. 


( 

Crampound, — 30 — 
Camelford, — 6 — — Lord Camelford 
Penrhyn, — — 50 — — Sur Francis Baſſet 
Tregony, — — 50 — — Lord Hertford 
Bofiney, — — 20 — — Lord Bute + * 
St. Ives, — — 60 — — Mr. Praed 
Fowey, — — 26 — — Prince of Wales, &c. 
St. Germains, — 6 — — Lord Elliot 
St. Michael, — 14 — — D. of Northumberland, 
Newport, — 30 — — Lord Lovame 
St. Mawes, — 15 — — M. of Buckingham 

| Callington, — 30 — — Lord F almouth. 


| EleQors 453 Members 42 
To theſe we might add, of the ſame deſcrip: 


tion, twenty- eight Corporations, conſiſting of 
354 Electors, Which ſend 56 Members to "that 
Houſe of Commons, which is ſo frequently and 


ſo falſely called the Democracy of the Nation; 
while the Towns of Sheffield, Mancheſter, Bir- 


mingham, Leeds, Wolverhampton, &c. contain- 


ing g above three hundred thouſand people, have 
no Electors or Repreſentatives whatever. 

Upon the whole it appears, that 257 ſuppoſed 
Repreſentatives of the people, making a majority 
of the Houſe of Commons, are returned by a 
Number of Voters not exceeding the thouſandth 
part of the Nation. | 

But as Providence has kindly furniſhed men, 
in every ſtation, with faculties neceſſary for judg- 
ing of what concerns themſelves, ſhall we, the 
Multitude, ſuffer a few, with no better right than 
curſelves, to uſurp the power of governing us 
without Controul? Surely not—Let us rather 
unite in one common Cauſe, to caſt away our 
Bondage, being affured, that in fo doing, we are 
protected by a Jury of our Countrymen, while 
we. are diſcharging a duty to ourſelves, to our 
Country, and to Mar kind. | 

OrDperep, that the Secretary of this Society, 
do tranſmit Copies of the above to all the Societies 

in the Nation, engaged in the ſame cauſe. 


London, May 24, 
ing. oF 


